
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church and School 
1260 N.E. 132nd Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

503-256-5850 
www.stthereseor.org 

 
Saturday Vigil Mass . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 pm 
 
Sunday Mass . . . . . . 9:00 am and  11:30 am 

 
Important:  

 

You need to call the Office to sign up for 

Masses. Walk-ins will not be allowed.  
 

Reconciliation  
 

By Appointment 
 
 
 
 

School Office Information 
 

Phone . . . . . . . . (503) 253-9400 

        Website . . . . www.stthereseschool.org 

“The hand of the Lord feeds us; He answers all our needs.” from Psalm 145 

August 9, 2020, 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Weekend of August 16, 2020 -  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sacraments of the Eucharist  Parish Office Information 
 
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday to Friday 

                 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1260 N.E. 132nd Ave. 

                 Portland, OR 97230 

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (503) 256-5850 

Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .www.stthereseor.org 

                                 Staff Members 

Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Rev. Stephen Michael Geer 

Business Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Penny  Montani 

School Principal . . . . . . . . . . .   Mrs. Rosemarie El Youssef 

Liturgy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Stella Armstrong 

Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . .   Mr. Matthew Shelton 

Receptionist . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .   Mrs. Angie Barnett 



Fr. Steve’s Homily on the Assumption 

 

As regards the assumption of Mary into heaven the issue in contrast to you and I is one of continuity:  

she maintains it, we don’t.  In the eastern Church this feast is called the Dormitio or the ‘falling asleep’ of 

Mary.  When she awakens she finds herself in heaven with Jesus her son, her body now glorified like our 

Lord’s.  Suffice to say that she is in the celestial realm where time and space are quite different, especially as 

regards their relationship with earthly realities.  To be assumed directly into heaven however, indicates that 

her personal existence is continuous with her life on earth, a phenomenon made possible by the grace accord-

ed to her as Theotokos.  Accordingly, we honour her as such today. 

As I noted, such is not the case with us.  Though saved by the grace granted to us through faith, we 

are not yet perfected as human beings.  We suffer still from the wounds of the fall and when our time is up 

on earth we don’t “fall asleep”, we die.  To die and to be purified for the believer are near synonymous states.  

Dying involves an emptying out of the self, but most especially of the self we have created and to which we 

are greatly attached.  This aspect of human personality goes by the name of the false self, which from a divine 

perspective is unreal.  All illusory attachments of this sort are burned away at death and so the true self which 

arises as a phoenix from this purgatory is often virtually discontinuous with the self we currently identify 

with. 

In truth, for the Christian, this process is already underway and our progress therewith is assisted 

through those religious practices which enhance spiritual communion:  prayer, word and sacrament.  In hon-

oring Mary, we entreat her help with the rigors of our journey.  We ask her in particular to help us let go of 

those many idols which currently retard the penetration of the Spirit into the depths of our souls. 

Assumption as Continuity 

August 16, 2020 



The Bread of Life is the foundation of all - come eat! 

With fear and so much information flying about on how to live in this  
world that seems to be dominated by the COVID Virus, never lose sight of 
the  foundational rock of our Faith, which is the Holy Eucharist, “the crux 
and summit of our Christian life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church). Par-
ticipating in the work of God (liturgy), being in the Holy presence of  His 
Son and receiving His Body and Blood  is the very antidote that we all 
need. There may be a “new normal” in how we live our lives, but we must 
all pray that we never lose sight of the foundational truth of our Faith. We 
need to receive His Body because by doing so, we reap the full benefit of 
His saving grace. By being open to receiving His precious Body we open 
ourselves to His perfect love, and perfect love drives out fear. (1 John 
4:18) Please remember in your prayers our courageous Ministers who are 
all committed to  work together not just to help in Mass, but also to keep  
our church sanitized and safe  for all those who so hunger to participate in 
Mass and receive Jesus Christ.  

August 16, 2020, after Sunday 9:00 am Mass. Photo 
(hurriedly taken) of some of those who attended that 
Mass. We look forward to seeing you!  

Please call the Office 503-
256-5850 to sign up for 
Masses because walk-ins 
are not allowed. And if 
you are looking to help 
and volunteer so we may 
be able to open the Mass 
to more Mass goers, you 
are very welcome! 



 

Plague Journal XIII 

 

The Real Damien of Molokai 

First Things website; August 6, 2020 

C. C. Pecknold 

 

Attached is the article referenced above.  It describes what a Catholic saint does during a pandemic. 

 

Marisol Escobar’s statue of St. Damien of Molokai has graced the statuary hall in the U.S. Capitol 
since 1969. The people of Hawaii chose this statue to mark their tenth anniversary of statehood. It 
stands out, in part, because of Escobar’s distinctive blocked style. “Marisol” (as she was called) sculpt-
ed her subjects almost as square frames, flattening them like screens upon which she could project 
her own presence. One critic called this “feminine playfulness” set against square “patriarchy.” Marisol 
said she simply preferred to see herself in her subjects this way. 

 

Yet as Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez recently discovered—after claiming that Marisol’s statue rep-
resents “patriarchy and white supremacist culture”—sometimes reality resists our projections. In the 
case of Damien of Molokai, the reality is quite different from the flattened image upon which the 
New York congresswoman has projected her presence. 

 

Fr. Damien was born Jozef De Veuster in Tremelo, Belgium, on January 3, 1840. At age nineteen he 
entered the novitiate of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary—an order that had 
formed amid the upheavals of the French Revolution. These priests had refused to join the republic’s 
“Civil Constitution of the Clergy.” Far from being “colonialist,” the order was founded by priests in 
exile who wanted only to conform souls to “the sacred hearts of Jesus and Mary.”  

 

The congregation (nicknamed the “Picpus Fathers” after their founder’s town in France) devoted 
themselves to missionary work in the islands of the Pacific Ocean, including the Kingdom of Hawaii. 
The first six bishops of Hawaii were all members of this Congregation. After Jozef De Veuster’s for-
mation, the order sent him to the Hawaiian mission. In 1864 he chose a new religious name, Damien, 
and gave his life in service to the sacred hearts of Jesus and Mary—not patriarchy and white suprem-
acist culture. The bishop ordained Damien a priest as soon as he arrived in May of that year.  

 

Leprosy was not well understood in the nineteenth century, but Hawaii had an outbreak of it at this 
time. The Hawaiian government quarantined the patients in a hospital, and doctors studied the dis-
ease. The leprosy sores would come and go, but come back again as ulcers susceptible to infection. 
Fingers or toes would go numb until they were lost. The disease could take even whole limbs. As lep-
ers increased, so did panic about a contagion that seemed resistant to all cure.  



The Hawaiians decided upon a more drastic form of quarantine: deportation to the nearby island of Mo-
lokai. Without the solace of their families, or the church, Hawaiian lepers were essentially exiled. Sup-
plies and new lepers came to the island every couple of months, but the diseased were cut off from com-
munication with friends or family. 

 

The Picpus Fathers, concerned about these souls in exile, agonized over how to extend their mission to 
this place of death and disease. Bishop Louis Maigret knew he could not ask any man to go “in obedience” 
on a mission that was likely a death sentence. Though he would not send anyone by his own command, he 
gathered his priests and asked if anyone believed he was being called by God to make an extraordinary 
sacrifice. Only four men volunteered. The bishop determined that each would serve successively for 
three months, in hopes of mitigating their chances of infection. Fr. Damien went first to establish a parish 
for the lepers, with the idea that other priests would rotate in to relieve him. But as the months turned 
into years, the other priests never came, and from 1873 to 1889, Fr. Damien stayed in Molokai as 
“Apostle to the Exiles.”  

 

When he arrived in Molokai, the leper colony was a place of anarchy. The strong stole from the weak, the 
women were forced into prostitution, many children were orphaned, and the men made stills to enable 
constant drunkenness. The putrid odor of the sickest lepers required another exile to the “death sheds,” 
filled with souls whose bodies could no longer move. They received no visitors, no human touch, no con-
soling embraces—save Fr. Damien, who would bring them meals and say his Rosary over them every 
evening, smoking a pipe so he could tolerate the stench of the disease. He would beg them to ask for the 
sacraments. When lepers died, he built the coffins and buried them with the dignity of the Church’s pray-
ers. This was fatherhood, not patriarchy.  

 

Fr. Damien knew that he might contract leprosy, but he believed that God could protect him from the 
disease for as long as he was needed. Abandoning himself to this hope, he physically embraced lepers. He 
shook their hands and hugged them as human beings in pain. He let leper boys serve at the altar, and even 
touch the chalice. He dressed their wounds. He organized sports for the orphaned children, and treated 
them as if they were his own. He put the healthiest into work crews and taught them how to plant crops 
and build schools, roads, an orphanage, a hospital, a graveyard. Fr. Damien took a hopeless pool of anar-
chic humanity and gave it dignity, work, and love. Most important, he begged the lepers to let God’s love 
touch them in the sacraments. Miraculously, God protected Damien from leprosy for eleven years.  

 

But the spots appeared eventually. Fr. Damien’s foot grew numb. He began to have “the smell of his 
sheep.” He had always known that he was in Molokai to save souls, and to unite the suffering of lepers to 
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. But he came to believe that he was also in Molokai to suffer for the 
sake of God’s love. For the next five years, Hansen's Disease slowly ravaged his body, and the lepers saw 
their own suffering united to Christ’s sacrifice in the Mass in a new way. By the time Fr. Damien died in 
1889, more than 600 of Molokai’s 1,000 lepers were Catholics devoted to the sacred hearts of Jesus and 
Mary.  



The prime minister of Hawaii called him “a Christian hero.” The princess of the Kingdom of Hawaii be-
stowed upon him the highest honors of her people. Hawaiians erected a statue of this “white man” in 
front of the state capitol building out of admiration for his heroic example. When the Church beatified 
Fr. Damien in 2009, President Barack Obama, who was raised in Honolulu, praised him as “a voice for 
the voiceless.” But he was more than that. Fr. Damien was a witness to God’s presence among the for-
saken, and he died a priest of Jesus Christ surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.  

 

In the eyes of many, Fr. Damien is merely “a white man.” But the flattened image that Rep. Ocasio-
Cortez says honors “colonialism,” “patriarchy,” and “white supremacist culture” is not the real Damien. 
The congresswoman’s narrative, filled with its own curious form of hate, dehumanizes the man who 
exemplifies what it means to cherish human dignity. Her woke resistance is resistance to reality. The 
real Damien, St. Damien of Molokai, points us to a superior resistance that doesn’t deconstruct reality, 
but rather reveals it.  

 

The future of the Catholic Church is not with Marisol’s statue, or with AOC’s bigoted projections, but 
with St. Damien of Molokai. The future of the Catholic Church is Jesus Christ, to whose image Damien 
was perfectly conformed. It is Christ who offers us true resistance—resistance to sin and error—and 
true reality.  

 

C. C. Pecknold is Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at The Catholic University of America. 

 

Fr. Steve 



 

Plague Journal 

Spiritual Communion 

 

One hears much now about “spiritual communion”.  Just about everything you hear however is nonsense and 
tends to compare sacramental communion over and against spiritual communion as though they are two separate 
things.  So it’s time to draw some fine distinctions.  First, the purpose of each and every sacrament is to offer to recipi-
ents a spiritual encounter with Christ.  It is the grace afforded by this encounter which both justifies and sanctifies.  
There is no such thing as sacramental communion without the possibility of spiritual communion.  And whereas spir-
itual communion can take place outside of the Sacraments, its quality is typically significantly inferior due to our own 
spiritual immaturity. 

Think of it this way.  In my right hand I hold the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  This Sacrament when validly cel-
ebrated makes objectively present the body and blood, soul and divinity of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ.  Even absent 
anyone to receive it, it remains what it is.  This is why consecrated hosts that are not consumed at Mass are reserved in 
the Tabernacle and afforded all due reverence and respect.  Sacraments are what they are because they were instituted 
by Christ and entrusted to his Body, the Church, for proper administration.  The utility of the Sacrament is only real-
ized however when it is received by a Catholic Christian. 

The recipient is to be envisioned as my left hand.  Though the Sacrament is what it is, its efficacy is dependent 
upon the believer having the proper disposition to receive.  The person needs to be first a baptized Catholic and they 
need to not have killed their soul through the commission of a mortal (deadly) sin that has not been absolved in sacra-
mental confession.  They need to be canonically able to receive Holy Communion within the believing community 
(e.g. not having committed the sin of abortion absent sacramental reconciliation or being in an illicit marriage (i.e. di-
vorced and remarried outside of the Church)).  These hurdles being cleared and more to the practical point, the com-
municant needs to be engaged of soul to the extent that they come forward to receive with an open heart and knowing 
mind.  The absence of any of these things either prevents the grace of the Sacrament from affecting the soul or greatly 
or even partially reduces its efficacy thereon. 

To not be able to receive Holy Communion during the pandemic is therefore to be rightly understood as a 
very great burden indeed; even one that asks the believer to suffer as Christ in its absence from their lives.  For most 
people, what is lost is not just spiritual communion as also the greatest opportunity available to avail himself of the op-
portunity for such communion.  Scripture reading and prayer or even watching a Mass via computer are not at all the 
same thing as receiving the Sacrament.  Not even close.  Without receiving the Sacrament in Mass, one simply cannot 
avail themselves of the fullness of what can be offered.  This is the tragedy of the current situation. 

In no way, at least for those of us who are not saints, can the quality of spiritual encounter be matched outside 
of sacramental participation.  As I have noted before in this forum, even receiving communion outside of Mass (e.g. in 
a hospital setting or in one’s home) is not the same fullness as can be experienced within Mass.  How much more so the 
current situation!  To not receive communion is to not receive the Sacrament and for most of us that which is substi-
tuted (a “live-stream” Mass or a Zoom prayer group meeting) is a pale imitation indeed.  It most likely leaves us bereft 
of the type of spiritual communion that we have all grown comfortable with in happier times. 

If we have begun to think that TV Masses and parking lot receptions of communion (which are not allowed, 
but do occur) are somehow a more convenient and just as efficacious substitute, then we need to think again.  Nothing 
can replace the Eucharist this side of heaven save maybe the sanctity of sainthood.  And yet how sobering to realize that 
all such earthbound saints made it their duty to receive the Risen Lord in the Sacrament as often as they could avail 
themselves thereof. 

 

Fr. Steve 

 



 

 

 

 

Ordinary Time 

Please note that both the school and parish offices remain closed due to the Pandemic 

Day Date Time Observance Mass Intention 

VIGIL Aug 15 5:00 pm Vigil of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Fred Dewey + 

Aili Castricano + 

SUNDAY Aug 16 9:00 am The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Frida K. Banico + 

    11:30 am The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Missa pro populo 

Monday Aug 17   No service   

Tuesday Aug 18   No service   

Wednesday Aug 19   No service   

Thursday Aug 20   No service   

Friday Aug 21   No service   

VIGIL Aug 22 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 

Joanna Kong + 

Moon Chun Lee + 

Young Ja Kim + 

SUNDAY Aug 23 9:00 am Sunday Mass 

Margaret Schommer 
+ 

Jeanne Sanchez Al-
varado + 

    11:30 am Sunday Mass Missa pro populo 

Weekly Schedule of Masses and Intentions 



The Why’s of our Safety Protocol 

 The safety protocol adopted by our Parish is derived from the safety checklist provided by the Archdiocese - 
what we have in place ensures that we provide, to the best of our ability, a safe environment that radically minimizes 
contact with surfaces, maximizes physical distance among those who attend a Mass and provides multiple opportuni-
ties to sanitize our hands before, during and after Mass. It could be a tedious process from one point of view; but on 
the other hand, it  gets easier when our community takes this opportunity to act like a community.  We already have a 
really amazing team of volunteers who not only help with the celebration of the Mass but have taken on additional 
roles as door keepers, ushers and sanitizers.  And, with a few exceptions, all of those who have attended our Masses 
have been very patient, understanding and supportive as  we work through some changes in our routines.  If you have 
family members or friends  who have questions, please continue to share with them the following information: 
 Why do we need to wear face masks: it is now required by the State to wear face masks indoors, and the 
mask should be covering both your nose and mouth.  It is undoubtedly inconvenient  for sure, but think of it as a 
thoughtful gesture and a proactive measure that lessens the spread of the virus through droplets in the air.  Although 
our church appears to be “large” with plenty of space, our Mass is  an “indoor” gathering.  Additionally, most of those 
who attend Mass and those who serve as Ministers in the Mass belong to the high-risk group.  Another thought to 
think about is that the priest cannot wear a face mask (he may wear a mask only when he is distributing Holy Commun-
ion). By wearing our masks we help show our collective effort in doing the best we can to provide Fr. Steve that safety 
“bubble.”  We are also getting ready for that time when the number of individuals allowed to attend Mass increases to 
50 and more - having more people attending actually means we need all the more to be consistent with the safety 
standard that we have, and even make it better.   
 We try our best to explain why the wearing of a mask is required, so please feel free to call the Parish Office if 
you have more questions. Ultimately though, the door keeper will not let you in if you are not wearing a mask, and the 
usher will ask you to leave if your mask is not covering both your nose and your mouth.  
 Why can’t we use the kneelers, while other churches allow the use of kneelers:  our kneelers are cloth-
covered (in emerald green), and the cleaning/sanitizing solution that we use is bleach and water.  Besides that, if we 
wiped down the kneelers with the bleach and water solution they will not dry in time for the next Mass - think of Sun-
day when we have the 9:00 am Mass and the 11:30 am Mass, and we have to completely sanitize after the 9:00 am 
Mass. Some churches’ kneelers have vinyl or plastic cover that of course will not discolor if wiped down with a bleach 
solution, and will dry quicker.  And so, to another question - why wipe down pews and surfaces with bleach and water? 
It is the best sanitizing solution and manner of cleaning as recommended by our cleaning company. We do “double” 
sanitize as pews and surfaces  are also sprayed with alcohol after the first cleaning.  If you have any more questions, 
please fee free to call 503-256-5850!            



 

 

Plague Journal X 

 

From week to week, as the Spirit moves me, I will share with you certain theological reflections concerning 
the liturgy and its relation to the times we’re in.   

 

As we move back into Ordinary Time this week, I would like to ask you all to pray the 
following prayer each night before you retire.  It comes from the monks of  Mount Angel Abbey 
and is sung each night at the conclusion of  Compline (Night Prayer).  It is called the Stella Caeli 
(Star of  Heaven) and was originally composed and sung during the 14th Century as a response 
to the Black Death (the Bubonic Plague).  Covid 19 is not nearly as dangerous (thank God) as 
the Plague of  that time; nonetheless people are fear ridden and over 108,000 have died in our 
country of  the current pestilence: 

 

Star of  Heaven, 
who nourished the Lord 
and uprooted the plague of  death 
which our first parents planted: 
 
May that star now deign 
to hold in check the constellations 
whose strife causes in people 
the sores of  a terrible death. 
 
O glorious star of  the sea, 
save us from infections. 
 
Hear us: 
for your Son, who honors you, 
denies you nothing. 
 
Jesus, save us, 
for whom the Virgin Mother prays    

   to you. 
 
Amen. 

PASTOR’S CORNER 



 

          Food Drive Appeal  

St. Vincent de Paul Needs Your 

Help! 

 We are having a drive-in food drive on  Sept 26th (Saturday) 

from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. We are especially needing canned 

corn, canned green beans, and kids’ snacks. Please call 503-253-

7566 if you have any questions.  

 Thank you for any help you can give. 

 

Shasta Hatter 

St Vincent de Paul 



Living: Vilma Anker, Antoinette Barker, 
Mary Basaraba, Maria Rosa Brekke, Bobbi Brown, Patty 
Burtner, Fr. Rob Bustamante, Arlene Cabal-lero, Marie 
Carter, Jenni Clark, Mary Cox, Melanie Davantes, Joanne 
Gargano, Julie Ho, William Keller, Gregorio Manalo, Ar-
den Manning, Margie Nelson, Edna Orello, Liz Parker, 
Fred Pelzer, Jim and Ava Riopelle, Margaret Routledge, 
Frances Ryland, Rosa Santos, Karen Saso, Joanne Scab-
ery, Vera Saxton, Anne Schmidt, Kiersten and Elsa 
Schneider, Thelma Striplin, Marcie Farlow Taylor, Joe 
Van Buren, Bernadine West, Fr. Dave Wilkins, Robert 
Yukutake, Sr., Rose Zenger,  and Becky 

Please Pray For  

WEEKLY DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ENTRIES IS EVERY  
  MONDAY AT 1:00 PM. EMAIL stella@stthereseor.org.  

Call Shasta Hatter for more information or to volunteer. 
503-253-7566.  

Food Box Distribution Location at St. Henry in Gresham 

Thank you, Volunteer Ministers! 
Please remember to thank our volunteer Ministers who make it possible for our weekend Masses to be offered. 
Although our attendance is still restricted to 25 people, our ministers commit 100% of their efforts and dedication 
in maintaining our standard of safety protocol so that everyone who attends Mass will be safe and protected.  

Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00 pm Sunday Mass at 9:00 am Sunday Mass at 11:30 am 

Janice Levesque 
Sue Buhr 
Greg Buhr 
Tom Byington 
Titay Schommer 
Steve Schommer 

John Crouch 
Pam LaFerte 
Mary Haney 
Hazel Philbrook 
Margaret Oliphant 
Ken Oliphant 
Joan Galles 

Angie Jauregui 
Barb Wilwers 
Thang Nguyen 
Sue Anker 
Barb Miller 
Kathy Hobbs  
Gabriella Maertens 



 Join us here at St. Henry 

Catholic Church for Compassion 

VBS…(Yes, Our 2nd VBS gather-

ing) 

  

We had such a great time do-

ing VBS in July that we want 

to offer another VBS gathering.  

 

*Thursday, August 27th 6-8 pm.  

*Family style with social distancing guidelines in place…all out-

doors.  

*Bring your own boxed dinner and blanket and dine from 5-6 pm 

in the fresh air.  

**Registrations by phone only...503-665-9129 

Another VBS….YES!!!  

W A LK ING W ITH  M OM S  IN NEED  

Walking with Moms in Need is a year of service where Catholic parishes and communities "walk in the shoes" of local 
pregnant and parenting women in need.  Everyone should know how to help moms in difficult circumstances. 

While not trying to turn Catholic parishes into pregnancy centers, we can support local pregnancy 
centers where they exist, and we can also find and share other resources with pregnant and par-
enting women. 

Week 21:  Did You Know??  Road2Hope Maternity Home in Beaverton “exists to meet the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs of pregnant young women and their children by providing a safe nurturing community.” Women ages 18 
and up enter the home at any point during their pregnancy and may stay up to a year after their baby is born. 
Road2Hope offers an ongoing aftercare program to support women as they move out of the home. Find more infor-
mation at road2hopepdx.org. The home is a life-giving resource to support during this year of Walking with Moms in 
Need. 

http://road2hopepdx.org



