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CANDLEMAS; FEBRUARY 2, 2020 

 

After the restoration of the temple in the Fifth Century BC, the prophet Malachi 
prophesied:  And suddenly there will come to the temple the LORD whom you seek, and the 
messenger of the covenant whom you desire.  This is an oracle of the Messiah and speaks to the 
unexpectedness of his coming.  Centuries later yet now in the fullness of time, God called forth a 
holy and devout man to witness this fulfillment, to be a sign of the advent of the Messiah.  
Simeon, with the Holy Spirit upon him comes into the Temple as the holy family arrives.  Now as 
the Lord had promised him, he has seen the coming of the consolation of Israel and taking the 
child in his arms, he sings forth what has become one of the great canticles of the Church: 

Now, Master, you may let your servant go 
in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: 
A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel. 

Once again we have unfolded for us one of the great Christmas-season Epiphanies of the Lord 
wherein the Son of God is revealed in his glory through Jesus of Nazareth. 

Mary and Joseph have come to the Temple after the required forty days of postpartum 
purification, that they might offer the requisite oblation of the poor:  two turtledoves.  More 
significantly they have come to present their first born son to the Lord in the same way in which 
Hannah presented her son Samuel to the Lord at Shiloh.  In the midst of this celebration of 
ancient ritual Simeon arrives in his capacity as God’s sign:  not just of the coming of the Messiah, 
but as to his universal nature and mission as well.  Though Jesus is surely the glory of his people 
Israel, he is also to be understood as a light for revelation to the Gentiles, an astonishing fact made 
clear from the very beginning of his life.  For this reason, this Mass of the Presentation of the Lord 
is called Candlemas whereat candles are lit and blessed and where the universality of Christianity is 
both proclaimed and celebrated. 


