
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 7, 2020 
 
 
Dear St. Therese Family, 
 
 We are very happy to share with you the happy news that Archbishop Sample, in keeping with 
guidelines provided by the State of Oregon, has authorized a limited re-opening of Masses.  Such re-
opening can only take place once we are certain that certain safety measures are in place. With this 
in mind, kindly read the following steps which we as a Parish need to accomplish in order to return to 
our Church and attend Mass together.  
 
Signing up for Mass: why walk-ins will not be allowed 
 

1. For now, a total of 25 people only will be allowed inside the Church (this is the current 
maximum allowed pursuant to Oregon law). This number includes the Priest, ministers, ushers 
and sanitizing crew. Because of this we are going to ask those who would like to attend Mass 
to sign up beforehand. It is therefore very important that you call the Parish Office at 503-
256-5850 in order to sign up for the particular Mass which you would like to attend.  This is 
because: 1) we will need to keep a list of all those who attend each Mass along with their 
contact information in order to assist public officials with contact tracing in the event of a 
positive case occurring among attendees, 2) you personally will save time knowing beforehand 
that the Mass you wish to attend has a confirmed space for you, and 3) you avoid handling 
any items (like pens or papers) as you enter the Church.   
 

2. Please call the Parish Office from 9:15 am to 1:00 pm Monday through Friday and ask for Angie. 
Angie will confirm with you if you may attend the Mass of your choice. She will let you know 
of other Mass availability if your preferred selection is already filled up.  
 

3. Please note: leaving a voice mail does NOT count as a confirmation. Angie will call you back to 
notify you about the status of your request. Unless Angie calls you to confirm please do not 
proceed to attend the Mass of your choice.  
 

4. Initially, at the very small 25-person limit, our projected Mass schedule will be every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 10:00 am. Weekend Mass times will return when the 
number allowed goes above 50.  You may call the office to schedule Mass times starting May 
15, Friday. We will have definite information by then about the start date of our Masses. We 
hope that they can begin as early as Tuesday May 26. 
 

5. Please encourage everyone you know who would like to attend Mass to get in touch with the 
Parish. We need to ascertain the level of demand in order to know how to schedule requests. 
 

 

St. Therese of the Child Jesus Catholic Church  
 1260 N.E. 132nd Avenue, 

 Portland, OR 97230 



 
Heads Up Before Going to Mass 
 

1. The only bathroom available for use will be the small bathroom by the cry room. The bigger 
bathrooms by the side entrance will be locked and strictly off-limits. Please plan accordingly. 

 
2. The cry room will also be off-limits as will the small chapel next to the Sacristy.  

 
3. Use of face masks/coverings is very strongly encouraged. 

  
4. Plan to be in Church 10 minutes before Mass time. As we familiarize ourselves with the new 

seating arrangements, only one attendee at a time will be let in and led to a designated place 
in the pew by an usher.  

  
Preparing to Enter Church and Seating Arrangements – see Diagram below 
 

1. Line up by the Handicapped Entrance as you wait to be led inside the Church. We will use this 
entrance only. 

 
2. Pew places for individuals and families are marked to indicate safe distance spacing. Pews 

behind and in front of occupied pews will remain vacant. Please remember that everyone will 
be seated by an usher. Initially we will be occupying sections A2 and A3 only.  

 
3. If you are planning to receive Communion on the tongue the Usher will seat you in the last 

pew of section A3.  
 

4. After the final blessing and/or recessional hymn, everyone needs to exit immediately, starting 
from the very back pew in single file, properly socially distanced at 6 foot intervals. Please exit 
through the Main Doors, which will have been propped open by ushers.  

 
 

During the Mass 
 

1. Movement will be limited to sitting and standing.  There will be no kneeling, in order to 
minimize the time during which the pews are touched by hands or arms. Even then, the pews 
will need to be sanitized completely at the end of each Mass, so please help the sanitizing crew 
by minimizing the surfaces which you touch with your hands and/or arms.  

 
2. There will be no Missalettes or hymnals in the pew backs. Missals can be picked up before the 

Mass by those who have not previously received their copies from the Office. These Missals 
are to be brought home by you after the Mass and should be brought by you to all future 
Masses attended. 

 
During Communion – see Diagram 
 

1. For now, the Congregation will be seated at sections A2 and A3.  
 

2. The Bread Minister will distribute Communion to a section at a time, so please remain in place 
until he indicates that it is your section’s turn to receive Communion.  



 
 

3. When it is your turn to receive, please step out into the aisle one person at a time in order to 
process up to receive Communion. We will start with the first few as per normal.  

 
4. After the host is placed on your palm, do NOT move your fingers or your hands until the 

Minister has completely moved his hand away from yours. Your palm should be as flat as 
possible so as to avoid any inadvertent touch. 

 
5. Those who plan on receiving on the tongue will be the last to receive Communion. With the 

same thoughtful caution, please wait for the Bread Minister to carefully put the host on your 
tongue. Do NOT move your tongue back into your mouth until the Minister has pulled back his 
hand.  

 
6. Patiently wait in line if the Minister has to temporarily leave the section to sanitize his hands.  

He is required to do so if he inadvertently touches someone’s hand or tongue.  
 
Exiting After the Final Blessing 
 

1. Because all pews will have to be sanitized after each Mass, the Assembly will be directed to 
leave promptly after the Final Blessing or when the recessional hymn concludes. 

 
2. To help us observe safe distancing, people in the end pews nearest to the exit will leave first 

and in single file. Please follow the usher’s directions.  
 

3. If you are part of the sanitizing team, please proceed to the flower room where the needed 
supplies will be located. The Sacristan will meet you there to give you access.  

 
4. Our Donation Baskets will be placed in the Exit area for you to drop off your collection 

envelopes and donations. Donations can be made at any Mass.  
 

 
As we look forward to the resumption of Mass, please call the Parish Office if you have any 

questions or feedback. Also please reach out to those you know in order to share this information 
with them and to encourage them to sign up for Mass. It has been a long wait for us to attend Mass 
as an assembly of the faithful again, but the day will come soon when we are able to fill our Church 
to the rafters. You are all missed! 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
 
Fr. Stephen Michael Geer, Pastor 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus Parish 
(Signed in original) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Diagram of Seating Arrangement: 
 

1. Seating will be limited to sections A2 and A3.  
2. People will be seated by the usher in accordance with social distancing guidelines. The 

Usher will lead you to your designated spot after the Doorkeeper has checked you in.  
 


