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So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened? 



Living: Vilma Anker, Antoinette Barker, Mary Basara-
ba, Maria Rosa Brekke, Bobbi Brown, Patty Burtner, 
Fr. Rob Bustamante, Arlene Cabal-lero, Marie Carter, 
Jenni Clark, Mary Cox, Mela-nie Davantes, Joanne 
Gargano, Julie Ho, William Keller, Gregorio Manalo, 
Arden Manning, Margie Nelson, Edna Orello, Liz Par-
ker, Fred Pelzer, Jim and Ava Riopelle, Margaret 
Routledge, Frances Ryland, Rosa Santos, Karen Saso, 
Joanne Scabery, Vera Saxton, Anne Schmidt, Kier-
sten and Elsa Schneider, Thelma Striplin, Marcie Far-
low Taylor, Joe Van Buren, Bernadine West, Fr. Dave 
Wilkins, Rose Zenge  

Please Pray For  

WEEKLY DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ENTRIES IS EVERY  
MONDAY AT 1:00 PM. EMAIL angie@stthereseor.org.  

St. Vincent de Paul is in need of drivers, packers, and 
pantry help. Come see us at coffee & doughnuts on 
March 15th. Call Shasta Hatter for more information or 
to volunteer.503-253-7566. The most wanted item of the 
month is canned corn.  

Prayer & Fasting 
Knowing that “with God, all things are possible,” peo-

ple of faith and conscience unite in 40 days of prayer 

and fasting. Christ told us some demons can only be 

driven out by prayer and fasting. The two go hand in 

hand. Prayer keeps us rooted in the fact that it is our 

desire to carry out God’s will. Fasting is a sacrifice 

that helps us reach beyond our own limitations with 

God’s help. 

Constant Vigil 
The visible, public centerpiece of 40 Days for Life is a 

focused, 40-day, non-stop, round-the-clock prayer 

vigil outside a single Planned Parenthood center or 

other abortion facility in your community. It is a 

peaceful and educational presence. Those who are 

called to stand witness during this 24-hour-a-day 

presence send a powerful message to the community 

about the tragic reality of abortion. 

Community Outreach 
During 40 Days for Life, the message is taken proac-

tively to every corner of your community. Media out-

reach is conducted through carefully targeted news 

stories, talk shows, and editorials. Church involve-

ment begins by meeting with local pastors, other 

church leaders, and members of different congrega-

tions. A door-to-door petition and education drive 

reaches out to every household in your town or city. 

Life, from conception to all its stages, has never 
been more precious as now, and we should fight to 
keep it ever precious, for survival of our humanity. 
Pray, and act, to make abortion unthinkable! 

Do you knit? 

Many Pregnancy Resource Centers who support life  

always welcome donations of baby clothing like baby 

bonnets, boots and blankies. We have a Center in 

Gresham who would be happy to accept any baby 

clothing, knitted or not. Please visit their site at 

https://prcofportland.com/gresham-center/ or call  

503-666-6527.  



Do your part to bring this back! 

Let’s do our part to help radically reduce the spread of  the coronavirus so that we can all go back to being safe even within close 
distance, and enjoy again a nice afternoon giggling in enclosed quarters. A Pre-social distancing photo: yes,  giggly like the group 
above - they said they were working and collaborating as they looked for the best “eagle” for the Jog-a-thon t-shirt design, but 
they certainly made work look, and be actually, fun!  

Dear St. Therese Parishioners: 
 
 Although we are not able to see you in person, we are keeping you close in prayer.   The parish 
office is closed but parish employees are taking advantage of this time to do deep cleaning of the entire 
facility, other facility projects and we continue to work to meet our payments on time.   

 Please call us at the parish office 503-256-5850 if you have any questions.  We would be very ap-
preciative if you are able to continue your weekly donations.  You may mail them or drop them off in the 
mail slot in the parish door.  If you would like to donate on line, please visit our website at 
www.stthereseor.org and click on the donate tab.  Thank you for your continued generous contributions 
to our parish and school.   

Sincerely, 

Fr. Steve Geer 
Looking out for our elderly and  

vulnerable 
 

Please let Titay Schommer know if 
there is someone who needs help 
with grocery-shopping or simply 
needs someone to call and check in 
with them, to say hi and be an en-
courager.  Kindly call the office to 
pass on the message to Titay.  

about:blank


The Man Born Blind 

Note: Fr. Steve’s homily is posted weekly on our website at www.stthereseor.org.  
For those who do not have access to our website, here is a reprint of last week’s 
homily.  

You have heard me speak of my son Shawn on many occasions; of his trials with You have heard me speak of my son Shawn on many occasions; of his trials with 

drugs, his conversion, his death.  There is something else, however, of which you might not drugs, his conversion, his death.  There is something else, however, of which you might not 

be aware, namely that his spiritual vision, his ability to see things from the heart, was often be aware, namely that his spiritual vision, his ability to see things from the heart, was often 

far superior to my own.  I can recall a day when Shawn was 11 and the men of the family were experiencing togeth-far superior to my own.  I can recall a day when Shawn was 11 and the men of the family were experiencing togeth-

er an adventurous trip to the East Coast and our nationer an adventurous trip to the East Coast and our nation’’s capital.  On the day in question, we had decided to visit s capital.  On the day in question, we had decided to visit 

Philadelphia and tour the historic sights.  First however, it was time for lunch and what better meal to seek out in Philadelphia and tour the historic sights.  First however, it was time for lunch and what better meal to seek out in 

the City of Brotherly Love than a Philly Cheesesteak sandwich!  Our quest, in true keeping with my Dadthe City of Brotherly Love than a Philly Cheesesteak sandwich!  Our quest, in true keeping with my Dad’’s penchant s penchant 

for finding the worst part of any city, soon had us, on foot mind you, in the bowels of one of Philadelphiafor finding the worst part of any city, soon had us, on foot mind you, in the bowels of one of Philadelphia’’s poorer s poorer 

areas, with nary a Philly Cheesesteak to be seen.  As we hustled along, I noticed, to my alarm, that Shawn had areas, with nary a Philly Cheesesteak to be seen.  As we hustled along, I noticed, to my alarm, that Shawn had 

lagged behind.  When he caught up to us, after my insistent blaring and bleating, I demanded to know what he had lagged behind.  When he caught up to us, after my insistent blaring and bleating, I demanded to know what he had 

been doing.  He said that he had noticed a man sitting on the sidewalk asking for money so he could buy food, so been doing.  He said that he had noticed a man sitting on the sidewalk asking for money so he could buy food, so 

he had stopped and talked with him and then had given him all the money he had, probably close to five dollars.  he had stopped and talked with him and then had given him all the money he had, probably close to five dollars.  

All of us were surprised, for not one of us had even noticed the man; far from being chastened, however, the wiser All of us were surprised, for not one of us had even noticed the man; far from being chastened, however, the wiser 

adults in our group were soon chastising Shawn for feeding a drug or alcohol habit.  But Shawn knew better; he had adults in our group were soon chastising Shawn for feeding a drug or alcohol habit.  But Shawn knew better; he had 

seen the man and his need and had reached out, not with his wallet, but with his heart.  It is ironic and moving to seen the man and his need and had reached out, not with his wallet, but with his heart.  It is ironic and moving to 

me, to now look back and realize that later in his own life Shawn himself would be that man sitting on a sidewalk, me, to now look back and realize that later in his own life Shawn himself would be that man sitting on a sidewalk, 

his life in tatters around him, whom many, like his own family, had simply failed to see, or in seeing, found clever his life in tatters around him, whom many, like his own family, had simply failed to see, or in seeing, found clever 

ways to look beyond.ways to look beyond.  

Shawn was no saint, but he saw things from his heart that even today I  would most likely fail to notice.  I Shawn was no saint, but he saw things from his heart that even today I  would most likely fail to notice.  I 

was then and I remain pretty  much today, a man born blind.  We all are, even those of us who profess the Christian was then and I remain pretty  much today, a man born blind.  We all are, even those of us who profess the Christian 

faith, for as disciples, we walk by faith and not by sight, which means we walk pretty much in darkness, seeing faith, for as disciples, we walk by faith and not by sight, which means we walk pretty much in darkness, seeing 

things, as Paul says, as through a mirror darkly.  You might object that your baptism of faith restored your sight.  things, as Paul says, as through a mirror darkly.  You might object that your baptism of faith restored your sight.  

And to that objection, I would draw your attention to todayAnd to that objection, I would draw your attention to today’’s Gospel reading from John.  The unnamed man born s Gospel reading from John.  The unnamed man born 

blind stands in for all of us here; that is why John doesnblind stands in for all of us here; that is why John doesn’’t name him.  John, after all, is not recounting a particular t name him.  John, after all, is not recounting a particular 

healing, but is using this carefully crafted story to teach us something about the nature of true spiritual sight; a vi-healing, but is using this carefully crafted story to teach us something about the nature of true spiritual sight; a vi-

sion that must be completely rooted in Jesus Christ.  sion that must be completely rooted in Jesus Christ.    

The story begins with a clear reference to baptism:  Jesus makes clay and kneads it onto the manThe story begins with a clear reference to baptism:  Jesus makes clay and kneads it onto the man’’s eyes, s eyes, 

then washes them clean with the waters of the pool called then washes them clean with the waters of the pool called ““SentSent”; ”; appropriately so, for Jesus then sends him forth appropriately so, for Jesus then sends him forth 

to witness, to evangelize, to learn and grow in his new gift of sight.  The man first encounters his own neighbors, to witness, to evangelize, to learn and grow in his new gift of sight.  The man first encounters his own neighbors, 

identifying his healer only as identifying his healer only as ‘‘the man called Jesus.the man called Jesus.’  ’  In fact, at this time of his journey, he doesnIn fact, at this time of his journey, he doesn’’t even know where t even know where   



Jesus is.  He is an observer only and although now enjoying the light of this world, still struggles to see Jesus is.  He is an observer only and although now enjoying the light of this world, still struggles to see 

things as they are.  Next come the Pharisees in two increasingly intense dialogues, the latter being more in the na-things as they are.  Next come the Pharisees in two increasingly intense dialogues, the latter being more in the na-

ture of an interrogation.  In the first, the manture of an interrogation.  In the first, the man’’s faith has taken root to the point where he sees that Jesus must in-s faith has taken root to the point where he sees that Jesus must in-

deed be a prophet; as the heat of conflict rises, however, he comes to acknowledge that he himself is called to be a deed be a prophet; as the heat of conflict rises, however, he comes to acknowledge that he himself is called to be a 

disciple of this disciple of this ‘‘holy man of Godholy man of God’ ’ and invites the Pharisees to join him.  When his accusers, rebuffing his invitation, and invites the Pharisees to join him.  When his accusers, rebuffing his invitation, 

finally demand an explanation for Jesusfinally demand an explanation for Jesus’ ’ healing powers, he replies in exasperation: healing powers, he replies in exasperation: ““If he is a sinner, I do not know.  If he is a sinner, I do not know.  

One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see,One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see,” ” words so stirring they have been immortalized in that great words so stirring they have been immortalized in that great 

Christian hymn, Christian hymn, ““Amazing GraceAmazing Grace”.  ”.  His faith ever deepening, the man born blind finally comes face to face with Je-His faith ever deepening, the man born blind finally comes face to face with Je-

sus himself.  Our Lord asks him, as he will ask us, for a profession of faith, saying, sus himself.  Our Lord asks him, as he will ask us, for a profession of faith, saying, ““Do you believe in the Son of Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?Man?”  ”  Even now, the manEven now, the man’’s faith still begs for completion, for he replies, s faith still begs for completion, for he replies, ““Who is he, sir, that I may believe in Who is he, sir, that I may believe in 

him.him.”  ”  This is the invitation for which the Lord eagerly waits, that moment when his disciples have opened their This is the invitation for which the Lord eagerly waits, that moment when his disciples have opened their 

hearts enough to fully receive within them his divine presence.  To Jesushearts enough to fully receive within them his divine presence.  To Jesus’ ’ selfself--revelation, the man, with sight fully revelation, the man, with sight fully 

restored, addresses Jesus as Lord and falls to his knees in worship.restored, addresses Jesus as Lord and falls to his knees in worship.  

It is easy to lure ourselves into the belief that faith in Christ is a onetime deal; that vision comes instantly It is easy to lure ourselves into the belief that faith in Christ is a onetime deal; that vision comes instantly 

and easily.  That has not been my experience, nor the experience, I suspect, of most Christians.  Faith is hard work and easily.  That has not been my experience, nor the experience, I suspect, of most Christians.  Faith is hard work 

precisely because it is work undertaken in the dimness of partial sight.  Moreover, we, like the Pharisees, have a precisely because it is work undertaken in the dimness of partial sight.  Moreover, we, like the Pharisees, have a 

presumption of sight that often allows us to place our lives on cruise control and feel that we have already arrived presumption of sight that often allows us to place our lives on cruise control and feel that we have already arrived 

at the goal of our faith, when in fact we have just begun.  Indeed, rare have been the moments in my own life when at the goal of our faith, when in fact we have just begun.  Indeed, rare have been the moments in my own life when 

I have not felt pretty much in control of who I am and where II have not felt pretty much in control of who I am and where I’’m going.  The truth is, I know neither thing and have m going.  The truth is, I know neither thing and have 

been consistently wrong about even where the next yearbeen consistently wrong about even where the next year’’s journey will lead me.  I think we all now particularly feel s journey will lead me.  I think we all now particularly feel 

that way with all the uncertainty surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic.  Scary times; but surely a time when we that way with all the uncertainty surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic.  Scary times; but surely a time when we 

need to attend all the more closely to our faith.  For our faith has set us free, our faith has restored our capacity to need to attend all the more closely to our faith.  For our faith has set us free, our faith has restored our capacity to 

see, our faith has shown us our end in Christ!  Yet, we have much work to do.  Shifting metaphors, it is fair to say see, our faith has shown us our end in Christ!  Yet, we have much work to do.  Shifting metaphors, it is fair to say 

that most of us here are still only in the early stages of awakening from sleep, or opening our eyes to behold Godthat most of us here are still only in the early stages of awakening from sleep, or opening our eyes to behold God ’’s s 

gift of salvation in Christ.  That we will so awake and that we will indeed come to see Our Lord face to face is the gift of salvation in Christ.  That we will so awake and that we will indeed come to see Our Lord face to face is the 

confident object of our faith.  To this end, let us make Paulconfident object of our faith.  To this end, let us make Paul’’s hymn as quoted in his letter to the Ephesians our own:s hymn as quoted in his letter to the Ephesians our own:  

Awake O sleeper!  Arise from the dead and Christ will give you light!Awake O sleeper!  Arise from the dead and Christ will give you light!   



Fridays of Lent, March 6, 2020.  Members of  the Pastoral  Council hosted for us the Simple  Supper held after the 
Stations of the Cross and the Mass.  Members also led us in the Stations and helped with the celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist.  

When we did not have to do social distancing: Simple supper shared with Ecclesia Choir Members, Sacristans 
and parents who came together to sup after Stations of the Cross and attending Mass.  


